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King suggested that we should not, as
he stated, ‘“‘judge success by the index
of our salaries or the size of our auto-
mobiles, but rather . . . by the quality
of our service and relationship to hu-
manity.”

In keeping with that vision, it is not
enough to discuss how we can foster
change within our communities. We
must act and become involved in our
communities the way Dr. King in-
volved himself in the late 1950s and
throughout the 1960s.

This year, the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Holiday observance theme was ‘“‘Re-
member! Celebrate! Act! A day on, not
a day off!!”” | cannot think of a better
way to honor Dr. King’s memory than
taking part in our local communities
and extending our help to those in
need.

I am particularly pleased that Kan-
sas organizations are working to honor
Dr. King’s memory by their outstand-
ing work in their communities. | regu-
larly visit different charity organiza-
tions throughout the State of Kansas,
such as the Grace Center, which is a
home for unwed mothers, and Bread of
Life, which is an inner-city church that
is leading community revitalization by
partnering with schools and neighbor-
hood organizations to provide scholas-
tic, mentoring, and bible study pro-
grams. It is through this important
work that we truly demonstrate the
sacrificial love required to achieve Dr.
King’s ““Dream’’ of an equal society.

Likewise, in order to realize Dr.
King’s ‘““Dream’” we must constantly
work to improve our communities. Dr.
King suggested that we will one day
live in a society that encompasses all
the principles for which he fought so
hard and valiantly on April 3, 1968, the
day before Dr. King’s tragic death, he
gave the following speech:

I don’t know what will happen now. We’ve
got some difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t
matter with me now, because I've been to
the mountain top. And | don’t mind. Like
anybody, | would like to live a long life; lon-
gevity has its place. But I’'m not concerned
about that now. | just want to do God’s will.
And He’s allowed me to go up to the moun-
tain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the
Promised Land. I may not get there with
you. But | want you to know tonight that we
as a people will get to the Promised Land.
And I'm happy tonight, I’'m not worried
about anything. I'm not fearing any man.
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming
of the lord.

The day before.

Let us keep pressing up the moun-
tain. We are not in the Promised Land
yet. We must keep his faith and his
wisdom for our future.

We need to return to those basic val-
ues, which Dr. King promoted. Those
values are work, family, and most im-
portant, the recognition of a higher
moral authority. Only through those
qualities will we become a nation truly
worthy of Dr. King’s legacy. Quoting
again from Dr. King:

The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort and
convenience, but . . . at times of challenge
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and controversy. The true neighbor will risk
his position, his prestige, and even his life
for the welfare of others.

Indeed, Dr. King exemplified these
qualities in his life. We should all join
me in continuing his legacy.

So, as we start this legislative ses-
sion on the day after we honor Dr.
King, let us keep his principles in mind
as we press forward in this Nation to
the promised land.

Mr. President, | yield the floor.

Mr. DURBIN addressed the Chair

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from lIllinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, | yield
10 minutes to the Senator from the
State of Washington, Senator MURRAY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

CLASS-SIZE REDUCTION

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, |
thank my colleague from Illinois for
his work this morning, with our leader
Senator Tom DASCHLE, in setting out
the Democratic priorities that are so
important to us and to the American
people.

Having just returned from a very
short weekend in my State, 2,500 miles
away, it is clear that the American
people are waiting anxiously to hear
what the 106th Congress is planning to
do regarding the business of the people.
At the top of the list of people’s con-
cerns is the education of our young
people.

Today, as you heard from our leader,
we are presenting a comprehensive set
of investments in America’s public
schools—school construction, before-
and-after school care, improvements in
teacher quality and class-size reduc-
tion.

In the fall of 1998, the U.S. Senate
took the first important step on the
path to reducing class size. In the fall
of 1999, just a few months from now,
when parents send their children off to
school, they will ask them on the first
day, as they always do: “Who is your
teacher? And how many children are in
your class?"

But the schools those children attend
next fall will have a new tool for help-
ing students learn. Approximately
30,000 new, well-prepared teachers will
go into classrooms across this country.
Demonstrating that Capitol Hill can
listen to the people and get things
done, we got the 105th Congress to
agree to starting on this important
path.

This year, we must finish the job we
started last fall. We must provide
schools the remainder of the funding
necessary to hire 100,000 new and well-
trained teachers over the next 6 years.
This year, our work will include the re-
authorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, the major
law that governs K-12 education in this
country.

As part of our work, we must author-
ize the class-size reduction effort we
started last year in appropriations. We
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must finish the job for the people in
local school communities who are rely-
ing on us to do our job.

People in schools across this Nation
are fully engaged in the debate over
educational quality and in identifying
what works to improve learning for
students. Local education leaders know
that reducing class size is an effective
part of local school improvement.

Research shows that it works and so
does the experience of teachers and
parents and students. Policymakers
and educators know that as they re-
duce class size, they can also improve
the quality of their local teacher pool
by improving professional develop-
ment, training, certification and re-
cruitment.

Local communities are using the
Federal class size and teacher quality
effort as a way to beef up their own in-
vestment in the future of their young
people. School boards are taking ac-
tion. Governors and State legislators
are proposing class-size investments
this year based on our successful effort
last year.

All of these people are moving ahead
with class-size reduction, because last
year their representatives in Washing-
ton, DC, finally heard the call for fund-
ing for more and better teachers. They
are counting on continued funding, and
we have come back this year to get it
for them. | just want to take this op-
portunity to tell people directly—we
intend to keep class-size reduction a
national priority.

The proposal in the bill that was out-
lined by our Democratic leader today,
and in a bill 1 will be introducing sepa-
rately, honors the agreement that we
achieved last year. It requires no new
forms and no red tape. It focuses on
hiring new teachers, but it also makes
investments in teacher quality from
the onset, and it allows districts that
meet their goals of getting to 18 or
fewer students in classes in grades 1
through 3 to use the money to improve
class size in other grades or to take
other steps to improve the quality of
their teaching pool.

I can’t tell you how many times I
have heard from people since the end of
last Congress, how thankful they were
that their Congress started this impor-
tant investment in class-size reduction.
Students learn better when they get
the help they need in their classroom.
I have been hearing it from students
themselves. They want to thank us for
doing the right thing, and they want us
to keep it up.

Mr. President, education really mat-
ters. This year, we have the country
behind us and several major opportuni-
ties to seriously improve American
schools to meet American expecta-
tions. But it will take a lot of hard
work and courage to get there. We need
all our school laws to work better for
local communities, for our teachers
and staff, for parents and families, and
most importantly, for our students. We
must keep in mind that the students
are our real clients and organize our
work around their needs and not ours.
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We need better flexibility, better ac-
countability, better efficiency and bet-
ter funding. We need to make some im-
portant investments in the nuts and
bolts of providing education, class-size
reduction, better facilities, better
training for teachers and more oppor-
tunities for students to be safe and to
learn. These investments cost money,
and we just need to make it happen.

We also need better leadership and
vision and articulation of why we are
all working so hard—so that students
learn better and faster and have more
hope for the future.

As a former school board member, I
can tell you that sometimes the deci-
sions are not about money, they are
about finding the best way to do things
so students can learn. And we need to
support those decisions as well.

A great example of this was our su-
perintendent, John Stanford, of the Se-
attle school district. Superintendent
Stanford, who died this year after a he-
roic battle with cancer, showed people
in Seattle and around the Nation just
what we can accomplish in our schools
by setting the right tone, asking for
the best effort possible, and not accept-
ing less. Many adults in a community
know the superintendent of their dis-
trict, but never have | seen so many
students, young children who knew
that John Stanford was their super-
intendent and that he wanted des-
perately and personally for them to
succeed and they responded.

You will see elements of all these
ideas today that address all of these
issues—clear vision, more flexibility,
better accountability, increased effi-
ciency and improved funding. You will
see here what America is asking for its
public schools: We need to set high
standards, articulate a vision, and give
people the support and backing they
need to get the job done. When these
bills pass into law, you will see Amer-
ican schools that work better, for bet-
ter results, for all of our children.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues and the American people to
take these important steps for better
schools across our land. As well, |
thank our leader for speaking to legis-
lation that he will introduce shortly on
health care reform, retirement secu-
rity, afterschool programs and more.
These are the issues the American pub-
lic wants us to address and work on,
and | look forward to working with all
of my colleagues to meet these chal-
lenges. | hope we can make progress
this year and make a difference in the
quality of life in all of the families in
this country. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

Mr. BOND addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri is recognized.

Mr. BOND. | thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. BOND pertaining
to the introduction of S. 52 are located
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements
on Introduced Bills and Joint Resolu-
tions.”)

Mr. DURBIN addressed the Chair.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from lllinois.

Mr. DURBIN. | yield 5 minutes to the
Senator from lowa, Senator HARKIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from lowa is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, | thank
the manager.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. | ask unanimous con-
sent that privileges of the floor be
granted to Sarah Lister, a fellow on my
staff, during the introduction of S. 18.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. HARKIN pertain-
ing to the introduction of S. 18 are lo-
cated in today’s RECORD under ‘“‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.”)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SPECTER. | thank the Chair.

STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | have
sought recognition this morning to
comment briefly on the President’s
State of the Union speech and to intro-
duce legislation, since this is the first
day of the 106th Congress when legisla-
tion may be introduced.

I applaud President Clinton for pro-
ceeding with the State of the Union to-
night. Some say that Capitol Hill is
schizophrenic with impeachment pro-
ceedings in the Senate Chamber, and
across the Rotunda we will hear the
President’s State of the Union speech
in the House Chamber. But | believe
that it is very important that we take
care of the Nation’s business. | think
that can be accomplished at the same
time that we move forward with the
Senate being constituted as a Court of
Impeachment to decide that issue.

I have noted the advance text of the
President’s statement commenting on
education and his desire to set up in-
centives to be a condition for Federal
funding. | chair the Appropriations’
Subcommittee on Education and we
will proceed very promptly with hear-
ings on that subject to make a deter-
mination, legislatively, as to whether,
at least in the view of our subcommit-
tee, those kinds of standards and those
kinds of conceptions are appropriate or
whether they may constitute too much
Federal interference with education
which traditionally has been left to the
State and local levels. But we are pre-
pared to move right ahead with that
legislation, with that consideration.

Noted also from the President’s ad-
vance text about an intention to deal
with the issue of local preparation for
responding if—God forbid—there should
be weapons of mass destruction un-
leashed on the American people—again,
that is a matter which would come
within our Subcommittee on Health.
At the same time, there is a commis-
sion working on weapons of mass de-
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struction, on legislation which 1 au-
thored 2 years ago as chairman of the
Senate Intelligence Committee. John
Deutch, former CIA Director, chairs
the commission and | serve as vice
chairman of the committee.

We are prepared to move ahead with
what the President has offered and
what the President has to say. | com-
pliment him for moving ahead with
that State of the Union speech to take
care of the Nation’s business. | believe
the Congress will cooperate by moving
ahead on two tracks—we can have the
Court of Impeachment in the Senate
Chamber and the State of the Union
speech in the House Chamber, and the
Rotunda will not be schizophrenic and
we can function.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | am
introducing three legislative matters,
including legislation on health care,
which has been a focal point of my at-
tention and my tenure in the Senate,
and again for my chairmanship of the
Appropriations’ Subcommittee on
Health. 1 believe that we can move
ahead to cover the 43 million Ameri-
cans who are now not covered within
the existing expenditures of $1.100 tril-
lion a year. There are ways to econo-
mize. There can be an extension of
health care by making it easier for
small businesses to pool their resources
and buy health insurance, by accelerat-
ing the date when there will be full de-
ductibility for health care, and there
could be very, very substantial savings
possible on matters which are specified
in the course of this legislation.

ENTERPRISE ZONES IN AMERICA

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I am
introducing, along with the distin-
guished Senator from Illinois, Senator
DuRBIN, legislation to deal with Ameri-
ca’s cities. Some are urgently in need
of assistance. Our legislation is not to
add new funding through appropria-
tions but, instead, to have the General
Services Administration allocate 15
percent of new expenditures to enter-
prise zones, to distressed areas, to have
Federal buildings constructed, with the
priority in cities where there are de-
pressed areas to provide jobs in those
areas, and to reinstitute certain histor-
ical tax breaks which could be of great
benefit for the cities.

ADDITIONAL ALLOCATION FOR NIH

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, a third
legislative matter is a resolution call-
ing for the Budget Committee to allo-
cate an additional $2 billion to the
health account to be used for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, being of-
fered on behalf of myself and Senator
HARKIN in our continuing effort to see
to it that additional funds are allo-
cated for the National Institutes of
Health, which is really the crown jewel
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